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WELCOME HOME!
Mission: 

Pilgrim Congregational Church is an independent community of 
Christian faith which glorifies God through worship and service to 

others, respects individual spiritual growth, and inspires 
compassionate fellowship.

Vision: 
Pilgrim Congregational Church is the spiritual home of our community 

where all people are welcomed, known, and loved.

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9am to 4:30pm
Appointments are recommended.

Worship Service:
Sundays at 10am ~ In-person or Online

Pilgrim Congregational Church
600 N. Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA. 91767

Phone: (909) 622-1373 Fax: (909) 629-2554
Email: PilgrimOffice@pilgrimchurchpomona.com

Website:  www.pilgrimchurchpomona.com

Facebook & YouTube: Pilgrim Congregational Church Pomona

Instagram: www.Instagram.com/pilgrimoffice
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Senior Minister’s Message

What is the Serpent?
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild 

 animal that the LORD God had made.” 

Genesis 3:1

By: Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn

February 2026

When I was a freshman in college, I had the extraordinary privilege of taking Old Testament 
courses with Dr. Karen Joines.  He is the only man I have ever known with the name, 
“Karen.”  But more importantly, he was an amazing scholar, archaeologist, and theologian, 
from whom I learned more about the biblical text than any other professor I ever had the 
pleasure of studying with.

Dr. Joines was an expert on many Old Testament issues, but his first published book was on 
the symbolism of the serpent.  The serpent is used as a symbol in several passages, the 
most well-known, of course, found in the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  Dr. 
Joines wrote that the serpent in the garden was not the same character in the book of Job 
referred to as Satan (the accuser) but was rather patterned after stories from 
Mesopotamian culture, “a strange combination of life, wisdom, and chaos.”  

Oversimplifying from a distance of 3 or 4 thousand years, the serpent in the Garden of Eden 
seems to express the human desire to be like God.  We are tempted to think that if we only 
had all of the knowledge, we might be equal with God, or at least, able to succeed at life.  
When we succumb to this temptation, innocence is lost and chaos ensues.

This passage from Genesis 3 is part of the lectionary reading for the first Sunday in Lent.  
Thus Lent begins in the messiness of our lives, in the temptation to think that we only need 
the right knowledge to be whole and in the reality that we have already lost our innocence.

Thus we begin the Lent season acknowledging our lost innocence and our need for God.  
The story of the serpent in the Garden reminds us that we have already tried and failed 
without God.  Let us prepare our hearts for the One who redeems us and makes us whole.
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Associate Minister’s Message

February 2026

 

I have some beautiful paintings that rest under my bed because I’ve not yet taken the time to frame 
them.  A poor framing dulls a picture; whereas, a good framing allows the colors to pop.  Even more, 
good framing can draw a room together, creating a delightful cohesion.  

The framing we put on our decisions, our work, and what occurs around us also matters.  When you 
frame things poorly, it dulls the truth and washes away the good work of God in you.  When you take the 
time to frame things well, to do so prayerfully and with the knowledge that God is working for your 
good, then you see colors you’ve not seen before.  You are strengthened to hold fast to truth and to see 
your work as a larger work of God.  

Framing matters.

Stop and consider…is there something that has been creating a soul ache inside of you?  Maybe it is 
something someone said or a very present struggle.  It is likely something that intrudes upon your daily 
thoughts.  

Bring that to mind.  Breathe.  Ask God in.  Journal if that is your way.  Stay in prayer until God provides 
you a frame for the struggle.  You’ll know it is God because it will be a frame that rejects judgment in 
favor of love; resists contraction and invites expansion; and helps you see your part in God’s work this 
day.  You’ll be able to say with Joseph, the dreamer who wore a colorful coat, that whatever others 
meant for ill, God will use for good. 

When we can frame our work as part of God’s purpose for us, then we find cohesion in our work 
together as Christ’s community.  Cohesion attracts more people to our campus.  As people look upon us, 
the colors of our various ministries pop and bring a delight that keeps people coming.  Until, one day, a 
guest sees their place, and adds the color of their ministry to greater church that is our Lord’s work 
among us.  

May our framing lead us to be what Paul pleaded for in 1 Corinthians 1:10 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same mind and 
the same purpose.

Reverend Heather Miner
 

Framing Matters



Isaiah 60:1 “Rise Up    February 2026    4

Moderator’s Message

    RISE UP and TAKE HEART
                                 "Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord."

                  Psalm 31:24

February’s a busy month—we’ve got Valentine’s Day, Groundhog Day, the Super Bowl, and 
then we’re gearing up for Lent. All these traditions get us moving and involved. For 
February, I’m going with the theme “Rise Up and Take Heart.” It’s about more than just 
thinking good thoughts—it’s about actually doing something, and making sure everything 
we do is centered in Christ’s love.

Love isn’t just candy, hearts, and cupids (or cheering for our team.) It’s what our faith is 
built on. Love is what brings us together, inspires us to worship, and motivates us to serve. 
When we’re grounded in love, our actions show compassion, patience, and grace. At Pilgrim 
Congregational Church, we’re not just supposed to talk about love—we’re called to live it, 
both with each other and out in the Pomona community.

February is a great time to think about how we treat each other and how we work together. 
It’s a chance to build stronger relationships, forgive, and be kind—even when it’s tough. 
“Taking heart” means showing up, helping out, and being ready to serve wherever God 
leads us.

I really appreciate everyone who gives their time and talents, whether it’s up front or 
behind the scenes. Your efforts—big and small—show what it means to be rooted in love. 
Every kind gesture, every prayer, every bit of service makes our church stronger.

Looking ahead, let’s keep caring for each other and responding to needs as they come up. 
Let’s look for ways to serve, welcome new people, and deepen our faith through worship, 
prayer, and spending time together. When we act out of love, we show Christ to the world 
and bring hope to those around us.

As Moderator, I’m grateful for the dedication and compassion in our church family. My hope 
is that February will be a month where our faith isn’t just something we talk about, but 
something people can really see in the way we live. Let’s keep rooting ourselves in Christ’s 
love and walk this journey together.

Ron Vanyo, Moderator
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Dear Pilgrim,

By now, you’ve likely seen our A/V questionnaire floating around. We want to make sure 
everyone - from the back row to the front - is heard loud and clear! Please drop your 
completed survey in the collection box at Coffee Hour by Sunday, February 15th.

What’s happening behind the scenes? Since December, our committee has been 
meeting monthly to build a roadmap for our campus-wide tech upgrades. Here is where 
we are:

•Step 1: Listening to You. Your survey answers are the foundation. We’ll be 
reviewing everything right after the Feb 15th deadline.

•Step 2: Walking the Grounds. We’re matching your feedback with expert advice 
to see exactly what each room needs.

•Step 3: Planning the Budget. We’ll share clear recommendations so the 
Congregation can see how their generosity will be used.

•Step 4: Launching the Vision. We’ll kick off our official fundraising campaign in 
Spring 2026!

This is an exciting opportunity to strengthen our worship experience and community 
engagement. We know that together we can build an A/V system that serves our 
congregation, enhances rental spaces, special events and helps extend our ministry 
beyond the walls of our campus. 

Thank you,

Andrew Olson
The Pilgrim A/V Committee Chair
Diaconate

Bonnie Seath
Auxiliary Delegate
Pilgrim Auxiliary President
Membership Board

Dane Vose
Diaconate Delegate
Trustees

Daniel McCormick
Trustees Delegate



Auxiliary
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From the Librarian

February 2026

FEBRUARY 2026 LIBRARY NEWS

The annual library coffee returns on a Sunday, February 1, 2026, at noon with our 
own Joe Blackstock, author of From Haven to Hell, all about Inland Valley history. 
As usual there will be gourmet refreshments before he speaks. We plan to offer 
copies of his book for sale. This is a free event open to the public so invite your 
friends and neighbors to join us.

The Library Committee wishes to honor Cynthia Shoultz, one of our top readers 
every year, who passed away on Christmas Eve. We are dedicating this year’s 
Library Coffee to her. 

The Library Committee met in late January to select new books. Be sure to stop 
by the library and see what’s new!

       Megan



Christian Education
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Christian Education
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Christian Education

February 2026



Membership
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Come to Pilgrim for a fun evening of games for all ages on 

March 7th from 3pm to 7pm. Host a table and bring a game to 

share with everyone at your table. Let Membership chair 

Cynthia Eades know what you are bringing to share so we don’t 

have duplicates (Mexican Train Dominoes are already planned.) 

Invite your friends to join us. 

ALL CHURCH GAME NIGHT IN MARCH

Membership

SOCIAL SECURITY WORKSHOP
Are you retiring soon? Are you already retired but have questions? 

Come to the workshop given by Bill Parnell on February 21, 2026 at 

10am. Bill worked for the Social Security Administration, first in 

Pomona and then in West Covina. There will be informational handouts 

available. This is a free event open to the public so please invite your 

friends and neighbors who have questions about Social Security to join 

us.



Board Fair 2026
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Our Community Outreach
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On January 3rd, 
Rev. Heather and Ms. 
Carina worked with 
INSAN to prepare and 
distribute lunches to 
people in need.

Everyone is welcome to 
come and volunteer.

STORYTELLING & POETRY NIGHT:
February 6th in Pilgrim Hall, 7 – 9 pm

You are invited to join us for a Spirit-led evening of stories and poems.  

On this night we open the microphone to your stories.  It can be a personal story, one 
where you share a happening in your life.  It can be a work of fiction, something you’ve 
written or perhaps a childhood storybook that shaped you.
Or it can be a poem that spoke to your heart or gave you a new way of seeing.  

Please keep your stories or poems to five minutes. 

We will have an opportunity to tell a story together, improvisationally, sometime during 
the evening.  

Thank you to the Membership Board, Natalie Brown, Brian Cochran, and Bob and Linda 
Wheeler who make these opportunities for us to fellowship with our larger Pomona 
community possible,

- Heather
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Pilgrim’s Phone Directory Update

February 2026 

Lost and Found
Hello Pilgrims, last month the following items were found 
in different areas in the church. If you, or anyone you 
know, has lost any of these items listed or not listed and 
you’ve lost something in the past, please call or come to 
the church office. Also, any found items, please turn them 
into the office.

• Prescription Eye Glasses
• Several Water Bottles
• Purple silk pant suit
• Blue waterproof jacket
• A Pods Key
• Costco Optical Eye Glass Case
• Pink Charger Pack
Please note if items are not picked by the following month, 
we will send to rummage.

It’s time to update the Pilgrim Church Directory, will you 
help? Below, is the front and back cover of our current 
directory and I need your help to complete the middle pages 
with correct information. So, you can call the office, see 
Megan in the Library or send us a note in the mail.

If you have changed your Address, Phone Number or people 
in your household who no longer should be listed with your 
name, please let us know, or maybe you are not in the 
current directory, because you are new to Pilgrim, stop by 
and we will be happy to verify your current status.
The deadline will be February 15, 2026, to enter information.



Band of Prayer

If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, 

please send your Band of Prayer requests to Sue 

Shedd via email at saintshedd@roadrunner.com or 

leave a message at 909-622-1373.

Church Ministries

Card Corner

Every 3rd Sunday during Fellowship Hour the Card 

Corner will be available with cards and addresses for 

Pilgrim members to share a friendly note with our 

families out of state, homebound or we just haven’t 

seen in awhile.  Stop by and write a card to let our 

Pilgrims know we are thinking about them.

Ways To Give

When you text “PILGRIMCHURCH” to 833-813-9522 you will receive a one-
time reply containing a link to give to PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
(1msg/request).  Please be aware that MSG & Data rates may apply.  For full 
Terms & Conditions please visit http://pushpay.com/terms.  For the Privacy 
Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy.  For help reply HELP or 
STOP to cancel.  If you have any questions, please call the church office 
at 909-622-1373.
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February Service Notes
February 1st

Forth Sunday after the Epiphany
Presiding Minister: Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn

Worship Assistant: Rev. Heather Miner & Kodie Gray
Lesson 1: Micah 6:1-8

Lesson 2: Matthew 5:1-12
Color: White

Theme: The Beatitudes describe the Way
Sermon: “The Way Things Are”

Ushers: Susan Shedd, Sharon Willison, Lisa Keepers & Michael 
Lawing

 Acolytes: Isabella & Jasmine Marceleno
Fellowship Host: Library Coffee

This morning’s flowers are thoughtfully and lovingly provided 
by our Library Committee: “In loving memory of Cynthia 

Shoultz, who will be missed. Cynthia was a top reader every 
year.”

February 8th
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Presiding Minister: Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn
Worship Assistant: Rev. Heather Miner & Mrs. Sue Selters

Lesson 1:  Psalm 112
Lesson 2:  Matthew 5:13-20

Color:  White
Theme:  Living in grace is a higher righteousness

Sermon: “Greater Righteousness”
Ushers: : Sylvia Osborn, Jenni Whyte & Steve Whyte

Fellowship Host: Friendship Guild
“Our Flowers this morning are thoughtfully provided with 

Blessings to All who worship here at Pilgrim Congregational 
Church.”

February 15th
Transfiguration Sunday

Presiding Minister:  Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn
Worship Assistant:  Rev. Heather Miner & Mrs. Susan Shedd

Lesson 1:  Exodus 24:12-18
Lesson 2:  Matthew 17:1-9

Color:  White
Theme: The Transfiguration is both human and divine

Sermon: “Son of God and Son of Man”
Ushers: Ben Selters, Sue Selters & Janet McBride

Acolytes: Kodie Gray
Fellowship Host: Shrove Sunday

This morning’s flowers are thoughtfully and lovingly provided: 
“In loving memory of  LizBeth Lucca, who was formerly a 

Pilgrim soloist.”

February 22th
First Sunday in Lent

Presiding Minister:  Rev. Heather Miner
Worship Assistant:  Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn & Mr. Andrew Olson

Lesson 1:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Lesson 2:  Matthew 4:1-11

Color:  Purple
Theme: The World sends us trials; but, by keeping God first, we 

will get through them.
Sermon: “Original Grace”

Ushers: Ron Vanyo, Dulce Ruiz, Bob Wheeler and Guadalupe 
Oceguera

Acolytes: Preston Dague & Charlie McCormick
Fellowship Host: Outreach

This morning’s flowers are thoughtfully and lovingly provided 
by Judy Sanders: “In loving memory of my wonderful husband, 

Don Sanders.”

Boutonnieres for February are provided by     Treva McCarthy: 
“In celebration of my wonderful parents: Joseph Fowler and 

Babara Jean Fower.”

  

To Listen to the Sunday Service on your Phone:
Dial +1-669-900-9128. Then when prompted, 
enter the Meeting ID: 330 195 900, followed by 
the pound (#) sign. Then enter Passcode 1887, 
followed #.

To View Sunday Service Online: 
Visit Facebook Page or YouTube Channel at: 
Pilgrim Congregational Church Pomona.

Liturgical Notes by Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn

White symbolizes purity, innocence and birth.  It is associated with the brightness of the heavens 
during daytime and was used to symbolize the purity of heaven and the angels.  It also came to be 
associated with joy, celebration, and peace.  White is the Liturgical color of Christmas, Epiphany, and 
Easter.

Green symbolizes growth and life, hope and anticipation. Green is used 
in Ordinary time, the period of the Church calendar which gives 
attention to the Lord’s life and ministry; it reminds us that the mission 
of the Church is to love the world and share the hope of Christ. Purple was originally associated with 

royalty because it was a more expensive 
color to dye, and it was used to welcome 
the coming of a king. It also evokes pain 
and suffering. Purple symbolizes fasting, 
faith, patience, and trust. It is the 
liturgical color used during the seasons 
of penance, Advent, and Lent. For 
Advent, purple symbolizes the 
impending birth of Jesus while 
foreshadowing his death. 
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Calendar Notes: February 2026
WEEKLY / MONTHLY

EVERY MORNING, MON. - FRI.
Daily Devotional 

9am via Facebook Live and Zoom
EVERY SUNDAY 

9am – Gather & Greet 
10am – Worship Service (In-person & Online)

Sunday School for 1st – 12th grade
 (following the Lord’s Prayer)

11am - Fellowship Hour

EVERY MONDAY
 11:30 am, Living Faith Bible Study

1:00 pm, Staff Meeting

EVERY TUESDAY
Twilight Bible Study

5:45pm via Facebook Live & YouTube
EVERY 1ST TUESDAY

(OCTOBER - JUNE)
Pilgrim Auxiliary 

Meeting, Program & Luncheon
EVERY WEDNESDAY

 9am to 10:30am ~ Rummage Sorting
EVERY 1ST WEDNESDAY 

7pm ~ Church Council Meeting
EVERY THURSDAY

10am ~ Joyful Endeavors
EVERY FRIDAY 

8am ~ Men’s Breakfast at Roberta’s Inn, La Verne
EVERY 3rd SUNDAY

11:30am ~ Meeting Sunday
EVERY 4th SUNDAY

11:30am ~ Trustees Board Meetings
EVERY 5th SUNDAY

Sunday Funday  (Sunday School)

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 1st

Annual Library Coffee Featuring Joe Blackstock

February 3rd
10:00 am, Pilgrim Auxiliary Meeting, Program and 

Lunch 

February 4th
7:00 pm, Church Council Meeting

February 6th
7:00 pm, Storytelling Night

February 7th
6:00 pm, CE Coffee & Chat Fellowship

February 8th
11:00 am, Board Fair

11:30 am, Choir Rehearsal

February  15th
11:30 am, Shrove Sunday Pancakes Races

February 18th
7:00 pm, Ash Wednesday

February 21st
10:00 am, Social Security Workshop

6:00 pm, Harmonia Movie Night

February 22nd
11:30 am, Choir Rehearsal

February 25th
9:30 am, Library Committee Meeting

February 28th
1:00 pm, Community Health Clinic

(hosted by INSAN Foundation)



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

9:00am 

Gather & Greet 

9:45am 

Worship Service 

11:00am 

Fellowship Hour 

11:30am 

Generous Giving 

Ministry Team 

(Conference Room) 

12:00pm 

Annual Library Coffee

1:00pm

Pentecost Ministries

2

9:00am 

Morning 

Devotional 

10:00am 

Alanon "Serenity" 

11:30am 

Living Faith Bible 

Study 

7:30pm 

Mountainside 

Rehearsal 

3

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:00am 

Pilgrim Auxiliary 

Meeting and Lunch 

set up 

9:30am 

CEA/HOW 

10:00am 

Pilgrim Auxiliary mtg 

3:30pm 

Pomona Moose 

5:15pm 

Cheerleaders 

5:45pm Twilight 

Bible Study 

4

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:00am 

Rummage Sorting 

6:00pm 

Basketball 

7:00pm

 Church Council 

Meeting

7:30pm 

NA Support 

5

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

10:00am 

Joyful Endeavors 

7:30pm 

AA Mother Group

 

6

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

8:00am 

Men's Breakfast 

7:00pm

Storytelling Night 

7

12:00pm 

NA Group Meeting 

6:00pm 

CE Coffee & Chat 

Fellowship 

8

9:00am 

Gather & Greet 

9:45am 

Worship Service 

11:00am 

Board Fair 

11:00am 

Fellowship Hour 

11:30am 

Choir Rehearsal

 1:00pm

Pentecost Ministries

9

9:00am 

Morning 

Devotional 

10:00am 

Alanon "Serenity" 

11:30am 

Living Faith Bible 

Study 

6:30pm 

Mountainside 

Board Meeting 

7:30pm 

Mountainside 

Rehearsal 

10

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:30am 

CEA/HOW 

5:15pm 

Cheerleaders 

5:45pm 

Twilight Bible Study 

11

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:00am 

Rummage Sorting 

6:00pm 

Basketball 

7:30pm 

NA Support 

12

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

10:00am 

Joyful Endeavors 

7:30pm 

AA Mother Group 

13

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

8:00am 

Men's Breakfast 

6:30pm 

Mountainside Board 

Meeting 

14

9:45am 

TBI Survivors 

12:00pm 

NA Group Meeting

 

15

9:00am Gather & 

Greet 

9:45am Worship 

Service 

11:00am Fellowship 

Hour 

11:30am Meeting 

Sunday 

11:30am Shrove 

Pancake Races 

1:00pm

Pentecost Ministries

16

9:00am 

Morning 

Devotional 

10:00am 

Alanon "Serenity" 

11:30am 

Living Faith Bible 

Study 

7:30pm 

Mountainside 

Rehearsal 

17

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:30am 

CEA/HOW 

5:15pm 

Cheerleaders 

5:45pm 

Twilight Bible Study 

18

9:00am Morning 

Devotional 

9:00am Rummage 

Sorting 

6:00pm Basketball 

7:00pm Ash 

Wednesday 

7:30pm NA Support 

19

9:00am Morning 

Devotional 

10:00am Joyful 

Endeavors 

12:00pm Lions Club 

Lunch Meeting 

7:30pm AA Mother 

Group 

20

9:00am Morning 

Devotional 

8:00am Men's 

Breakfast 

21

10:00am Social 

Security Workshop 

12:00pm NA Group 

Meeting 

22

9:00am 

Gather & Greet 

9:45am 

Worship Service 

11:00am 

Fellowship Hour 

11:30am 

Board of Trustees 

11:30am 

Choir Rehearsal 

1:00pm

Pentecost Ministries

23

9:00am 

Morning 

Devotional 

10:00am 

Alanon "Serenity" 

11:30am 

Living Faith Bible 

Study 

7:30pm 

Mountainside 

Rehearsal 

24

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:30am 

CEA/HOW 

5:15pm 

Cheerleaders 

5:45pm 

Twilight Bible Study 

25

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

9:00am 

Rummage Sorting 

9:30am 

Library Committee 

Meeting 

6:00pm 

Basketball 

7:30pm 

NA Support 

26

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

10:00am 

Joyful Endeavors 

7:30pm 

AA Mother Group

 

27

9:00am 

Morning Devotional 

8:00am 

Men's Breakfast 

28

12:00pm

NA Group Meeting 

12:30pm 

Community Health 

Clinic-Medical Team 

1:00pm 

Community Health 

Clinic-Public Check 

up Time 
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